Autogenous saphenous vein AV fistulae for haemodialysis: eight years experience with 30 patients.
Since 1973, 41 autogenous saphenous vein (ASV) fistulae in the arm or the leg have been constructed in 30 chronic haemodialysis patients. The mean patency rate for the arm fistulae was 36.8 months and 21.9 months for leg fistulae. Eight patients received a leg fistula, after their arm fistula thrombosed: in this group the mean patency rate for the arm and leg fistulae was 15.4 and 20 months respectively. If a conventional fistula is not feasible, an ASV fistula is the method of choice for some patients.